
Calvinism and TULIP: ‘Five-Point Calvinism’ 

Dr Floyd Nolen Jones Th.D., Ph.D. 

 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Some believe if God be sovereign, then His grace cannot be resisted, otherwise He is not sovereign. The 

error in this reasoning is; if God cannot limit His sovereignty, then He is not sovereign. A true sovereign can 

limit himself,1 which God has in giving man the choice to accept His invitation.  

 

God’s salvation is qualified only by our response. God elects whosoever elects to accept His invitation, those 

who choose to respond, God chooses to save. The unregenerate is not ignorant of God’s call; rather they 

choose to ignore it in favor of their own wisdom, and God let’s them do so as His Word reveals.  

 

Observe in the scriptures below how universal God’s call is to sinners: “Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth 

her voice in the streets: She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates.” 2 There’s no 

election or qualification represented here in God’s invitation, He makes Himself freely known and available 

to “whosoever will”.  

 

 “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist oppose the Holy Ghost:...” 

(Acts 7:51a) 

 

“Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets: She crieth in the chief place of 

concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying, How long, ye 

simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate 

knowledge? Turn come back you at my reproof [apeals]: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I 

will make known my words unto you.  

 

Because I have called [invited], and ye refused [declined]; I have stretched out [offered] my hand 

[myself], and no man regarded [heeded]; But ye have set at nought [ignored] all my counsel [advice], 

and would [not yield] none of my reproof [appeals]: I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock 

when your fear cometh; When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a 

whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.  

 

Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer3; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find 

me: For that they hated [enemy of] knowledge [my wisdom], and did not choose [elect] the fear 

reverence of the LORD: They would would [not yield] none of my counsel [advice]: they despised all 

my reproof [appeals]: Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their 

own devices [plans; choices]. For the turning away [apostasy] of the simple shall slay them, and the 

prosperity [false peace] of fools shall destroy them. But whoso hearkeneth [consent] unto me shall 

dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.”  (Proverbs 1:20-33; see Pro 8:13; 9:10) 

 

The Word of God clearly teaches us the unregenerate man knowingly rejects God’s offer of Himself. Also, 

observe how God repeats the actions of His appeals and their disregard. God does not waste words, He 

rehearses His points for emphasis. 

 

                                                           
1  This is illustrated in the ‘law of the Medes and Persians’, which when sealed by the King, could not be reversed: Daniel 6:15 “Know, 

O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, that no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed.”  

See Ester 8:8. 
2 Compare with Proverbs 8 
3 Why would God not answer when they called? The Word of God teaches us it is because their call is not one of repentance; to turn to 

Him; rather it’s to be delivered from the consequence of their choice. It’s a worldly, not godly sorrow; 2Cornithans 7:10: “For godly 

sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” God calls this response 

double-mindedness, and says He does not answer the prayer of such; James 1:5-8: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 

giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 

wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing 

of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” 
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CALVISIM 

 

John Calvin (1509-1564) allied himself to the Reformation in 1532 and was only 26 years old when he wrote 

Institutes of the Christian Religion. At 32, he was recalled to Geneva to lead the Reformation effort there. 

He taught: 

 

1. God is absolute sovereign in His creation. 

2. God as sovereign both foreordains and foreknows all things, including man’s destiny. 

3. Originally man was pure and made in the image of God but has fallen from this state through his 

own voluntary act (FNJ - hence, man has a free will). 

4. Man can be saved only through the unmerited grace of God, as mediated to him through Christ. 

Man can do nothing to promote his own salvation, and no about of good works can further it. 

5. Those predestinated to salvation will be saved. 

 

FIVE-POINT CALVINISM - T.U.L.I.P 

 

Five-point Calvinism (T.U.L.I.P.) can be summarized below and its five points are represented in the 

acrostic: 

 

1. Because the whole race has fallen in Adam and become corrupt and powerless to believe, God draws 

out of condemnation those whom he has chosen unto salvation, passing by the others. 

2. The children of believers, as long as they do not manifest the contrary, are to be reckoned among 

God’s elect. 

3. God has decreed to bestow faith and perseverance and thus save only those whom he has chosen to 

salvation. 

 

T Total Depravity 

U Unconditional Election 

L Limited Atonement 

I Irresistible Grace 

P Perseverance of the Saints 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Foreknowledge doesn’t Predestinate, Pre-determine our Choice; however God’s Omniscience, 

His all knowing Foresees our Choice. 

 

For example, we may foreknow that our two children, in our absence may do something which we 

have instructed them not to do. An oversimplification would be for them to get cookies out of the jar. 

However, our foreknowledge does not predestine them to their decision; they could still obey, if they 

choose (emphasis and brackets mine): 

 

“(For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose 

of God according to election might stand, not of works,[i.e. birth right of the eldest] but of him 

that calleth [by faith in response to God’s call]4; It was said unto her, The elder shall serve 

the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.” (Romans 9:11) 

                                                           
4 Habakkuk 2:4b; “…the just shall live by his faith.” 
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This above verse does not teach that Esau was without choice, rather that God’s omniscience 

foresaw Esau’s and Jacob’s choice, and God made His decision based on theirs; God picks those who 

pick Him; He elects those who elect to respond to His universal call. This is the theme of the song of 

King David as he recounted God’s favor on his life: 

 

“And David spake unto the LORD the words of this song in the day that the LORD had 

delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul: I was also 

upright before him, and have kept myself from mine iniquity. And he said, The LORD is 

my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my 

shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest 

me from violence. I will call on the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved 

from mine enemies.  

 

The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness: according to the cleanness of 

my hands hath he recompensed me. For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not 

wickedly departed from my God. For all his judgments were before me: and as for his 

statutes, I did not depart from them. I was also upright before him, and have kept myself 

from mine iniquity. Therefore the LORD hath recompensed me according to my 

righteousness; according to my cleanness in his eye sight. With the merciful thou wilt shew 

thyself merciful, and with the upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright. With the pure 

thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself unsavoury.” 

(2Samuel:22:1-4; 21-27) 

 

Election doesn’t Predestinate, Pre-determine our Choice; however God’s Mercy Predestinates, 

Pre-determines; Elects in Advance His Response to our Choice. 

 

For example, in the earlier illustration; as a parent we have chosen [elected] to reward our two 

children based on their choice [obedience] to our word; as God did with Esau and Jacob, as well as 

Cain and Abel. The reward is predetermined [predestinated] by their choice, not our foreknowledge. 

God being omniscience, foreknows our choice before we make it, but His foreknowledge does not 

predetermine [predestinate] our choice.  

 

Like us with our children, the only thing God has predetermined is the consequences of our choice.  

God has chosen [elected], to predestinate [predetermine] our reward in advance, based on our choice. 

The consequence of our choice is revealed to us beforehand through His Word to us, as we with our 

children. 

 

“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:29)  

 

God does not change, He’s always merciful to all who choose to respond to His call, and He calls all; 

however like Cain and Esau, all do not choose to respond, even thought God personally invites them. 

 

“And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If 

thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. 

And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. And Cain talked with Abel 

his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel 

his brother, and slew him.”  (Genesis 4:6-8) 

 

  

 

 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=2Sa&c=22&v=1&t=KJV#top
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omniscience
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rom&c=8&t=KJV#comm/29
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Gen&c=4&t=KJV#comm/6


Calvinism and TULIP: ‘Five-Point Calvinism’ 

Dr Floyd Nolen Jones Th.D., Ph.D. 

 4 

God reciprocates in like-matter as we respond to Him.  

 

“And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful 

and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for 

thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means 

clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the 

children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. (Exodus 34:6-7)5 

 

Foreordained doesn’t Predestinate our Choice; however God’s Justice Foreordains, 

Predetermines the Consequence of our Choice 

 

One of the titles of God is Lawgiver, meaning, He tells us all in advance the reward of our choices, 

which foreordains [predetermines] our future by His righteous law. The final responsible for that 

choice rests solely upon us, not Him. This is what is meant by the ‘fear of the Lord’; our choices have 

consequences, whereas we are free to determine our choice, God is sovereign over the consequences 

of our choice, analogous to us with our children. 

 

“For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: They would none 

of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own 

way, and be filled with their own devices.”   (Proverbs 1:29-31; see Pro 8:13; 9:10) 

 

Five-point Calvinism is contrary to the revealed Word and character of God who calls Himself our Heavenly 

Father. Throughout scripture, God beckons us to draw upon this Father analogy in our understanding of 

His love for us. 

 

“Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he 

ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 

your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them 

that ask him?”   (Matthew 7:9-11) 

 

For example, if our two children we’re in a sinking boat, which of us standing on the shore would not do all 

in our power to save them. Furthermore, would it ever cross our mind to save one, but not the other- never! 

In light of whom God says He is, there’s not a doctrine which strikes closer to the heart of who God is, than 

this erroneous doctrine; it’s stands among the most odious portraits of our heavenly Father one might 

conceive.  Think for a moment, what if we as a Father were portrayed this way, how would we feel; that’s 

how God feels as well.  

 

In closing, in order to understand scripture, we must rightly divide the word of truth (2Timothy 2:15), 

meaning we’re to interpret the obscure in light of the obvious; not overthrow the obvious with the obscure.  

Five point Calvinism denigrates the sovereignty of God it seeks to defend, by not rightly dividing the Word 

of God between His sovereignty and grace; if God cannot limit His sovereignty, He is not sovereign. A true 

sovereign can limit himself, which God has in giving man the choice to accept His invitation of grace or 

resist it. 

 

                                                           
5 See: Luke 6:38 
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Vision 

It is the mission of Standard Bearers to present the Biblical and Historical doctrine of Inerrancy; teaching the Bible 

is 100% pure; inerrant in the copy which we hold in our hands today.  Our goal is to strengthen the faith of Pastors, 

Teachers and Laymen in the authenticity and authority of the 100% pure, inerrant Word of God, knowing ~ “So 

then faith cometh by hearing, hearing by the word of God” (Roman 10:17).     

 

Share 

Prayerful consider using the resources contained in the Standard Bearers Browser (next two pages) for: your 

Sermon preparation, Bible Study class, to forward to others and post to your Social media.  For more, go to the 

Standard Bearers home page (www.standardbearers.net) for an overview of the Biblical and Historical Doctrine of 

Inerrancy.  For another quick read see, Retaking the Hill of Biblical Inerrancy: The Next Reformation~ The 

Westminster Confession Rejection of the Chicago Statement. 

 

Teaching 

For a presentation by Dr. Floyd Nolen Jones, Ph.D, Th.D. on any of these topics: Chronology of the Old Testament; 

Creation & Evolution, Science & the Bible, The Identity of the Text of the New Testament or The Biblical & 

Historical Doctrine of Inerrancy, please contact me; Louis Kole at, kolelm@gmail.com.  

 

Exhort 

You can know for yourself the identity of the 100% pure; inerrant, preserved copy of the Word of God by the aid of 

the Holy Spirit; the Author, Superintendent and Teacher of the Word of God.  This is the promise of God and the 

witness of the saints.  

 

"Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; 

but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for 

he shall receive of mine, and shall shew [it] unto you." (John 16:13-14) 

 

"But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as 

the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall 

abide in him." (1 John 2:27) 

 

Francis Turretin1 1623-1687 (brackets and emphasis mine): 

“By original texts, we do not mean the autographs [originals] written by the hand of Moses, of the prophets 

and the apostles, which certainly do not now exist. We mean their apographs 2 [perfect copy; genuine original; 

‘authentical’] which are so called because they set forth to us the word of God in the very words of those who 

wrote under the immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit.” 3 

 

God bless, 

 

Louis M Kole  

 

Hymn ~ Come, Gracious Spirit- Heavenly Dove!       

 

“Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”  (Revelation 3:11) 

 

                                                           

1Gerstner, called Turretin, "the most precise theologian in the Calvinistic tradition.” ‘Turretin on Justification’ an audio series by 

John Gerstner (1914-1996) a Professor of Church History at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and Knox Theological Seminary. 
2 Apograh means “a perfect copy, an exact transcript”. This is the same witness of the authors of the Westminster Confession when they 

described their copy of the Word of God as ‘authentical’, which Webster’s 1828 dictionary defines as “having a genuine original”. 
3 Turretin, Institutes of Elenctic Theology, (Phillipsburg: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1992 reprint), 1:106, See also Robert Barnett, "Francis 

Turretin on the Holy Scriptures," a paper presented at the annual meeting of the Dean Burgon Society held at Calvary Baptist Church, 

Ontario, Canada, in 1995.  
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Resources 

Enjoy the following works provided by Standard Bearers on the Biblical and Historical doctrine of Inerrancy.  

I encourage you to share these documents by using the link, since they’re being regularly updated. 

Dr. Floyd Nolen Jones 

 Works of Dr Jones 

Works is a PDF portfolio of all the Works of Dr. Jones listed below (except the charts from his Chronology of the 

Old Testament).  Please allow a moment for this PDF portfolio to open. 

 An Analytical Red Letter Chronology of the Life of Christ as Revealed in the 4 Gospels and placed in a Harmony 

Format: A Return to the Historical Text Dr Floyd Nolen Jones PhD ThD 

 The Gospel Colophons and the Synoptic Problem Dr Floyd Nolen Jones PhD ThD 

 The Septuagint: A Critical Analysis 

 Chronology of the Old Testament: A Return to the Basics 

In this book, Dr. Jones provides a systematic framework of the chronology of the Bible from Genesis through the 

life of Christ and it comes with a CD containing 14 chronology charts.  In addition, a set of full-size prints can be 

obtained at: A&E-The Graphics Complex (713) 621-0022; 4235 Richmond Avenue, Houston, Texas 77027; 

Reference Quote Number: IQ9209 (Floyd Jones Charts). 

Excerpts from Dr. Jones’ Chronology of the Old Testament 

 The Length of the Sojourn in Egypt ~ Chapter 4 excerpt (p.54) 

 40 Years after What? The date of Absalom’s Rebellion ~ Chapter 5 excerpt (p.105) 

 Jehoiachin (Jeconiah) Age 8 or 18? ~ Chapter 6 excerpt (p.202)   

 Chronology Charts by Dr. Jones  

The Chronology Charts is a PDF portfolio of all the Charts by Dr. Jones from his book, Chronology of the Old 

Testament.  Please allow a moment for the PDF portfolio to open. 

Individual Charts by Dr. Jones from, Chronology of the Old Testament 

 Chart 1 ~ Creation to Jesus Christ 

 Chart 2 ~ Jacob’s Age Determined 

 Chart 3 ~ 430 Years Sojourn 

 Chart 3A ~ The 4 Generations of Genesis 

 Chart 3B ~ Scenarios for Judah’s Family in Egypt 

 Chart 3CDEF ~ Jacob and Judah 

 Chart 4 ~ Judges to the First 3 Kings 

 Chart 4AB ~ Judges Tested by Judah’s Lineage 

 Chart 5 ~ Kings of the Divided Monarchy 

 Chart 5A ~ Kings of the Divided Monarchy 

 Chart 5C ~ Kings of the Divided Monarchy 

 Chart 6 ~ Creation to Creator 

 Chart 7 ~ 390 Years Confirmed  

 Which Version is the Bible? 

Excerpts from Dr. Jones’ Which Version Is The Bible? 

 Mark 16 last Verses ~ Chapter 2 (p.30) 

 The 1881 Revision KJB ~ Chapter 3 (p.49) 

 How Princeton Was Corrupted ~ Chapter 8 (p.186) 

 How the Conservative Seminaries Were Corrupted ~ Chapter 8 (p.189) 

 The Criticism Today: The Age of  Miniscules ~ Chapter 9 (p.202) 

 Pericope De Adultera John 8 ~ Appendix A (p.219) 

 The Johannine Comma 1John 5 ~ Appendix B (p.231) 

 Examples of Modern Criticism ~ Appendix C (p.241) 

 History of Texts Transmission ~ Appendix D (p.247)  
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 Works of Louis M Kole 

Works is a PDF portfolio of all the papers by Louis Kole listed below.  Please allow a moment for this PDF 

portfolio to open. 

 How We Know The Bible Is True: 100% Pure, Inerrant  

~ The Biblical and Historical Doctrine of Inerrancy (standard bearers home page) 

 Letter To A Pastor: How Shall They Hear Without A Preacher? 

~So then Faith Cometh By Hearing, and Hearing By the Word of God (custodianship of the Word of God) 

 Textual Criticism 101: Theological, Faith-Based versus Naturalistic, Rationalistic  

~ Believing or Neutral to Divine Inspiration, Divine Preservation, Divine Identification (textual criticism) 

 Preaching and Loss: Peer Pressure and the Fear of the Lord  

~ Why the Tempest? The Foolishness of Preaching (the duty of a watchman) 

 Retaking the Hill of Biblical Inerrancy: The Next Reformation  

~ The Westminster Confession Rejection of the Chicago Statement (overview in a nutshell) 

 Divine Preservation: How We ‘Lost’ the Doctrine of the Divine Preservation of the Word of God  

~ 3 Centuries of Sound Doctrine ~ Eradicated in 3 Generations of Neglect (the error) 

 God’s Standard Bearers: The Josiah Initiative  

~ Witnesses to the 100% Pure Copy of Word of God (proof texts & state of our witness) 

 The Fear of The Lord: Restoring the Biblical Doctrine of Inerrancy  

~ The Fear of Man verses the Fear of the Lord (flagship paper) 

 A Call To Revival: Restoring the Foundations  

~ If the Foundations Be Destroyed What Can the Righteous Do? (“hath God said?”) 

 The Josiah Initiative: Countering The Assault Upon the Inerrancy of the Word of God  

~ How are the Mighty Fallen and the Weapons of War Perished!  (a call to action) 

 The ‘Lost’ Doctrine: Can A Doctrine ‘Die’ Which Is a Fundamental Truth of the Faith?  

~ The 1000 Year ‘Death and Rebirth’ of the Doctrine of Justification by Grace Alone (lesson from the past) 

 

Dr. Jeffrey Khoo 

 Can Verbal Plenary Inspiration Do Without Verbal Plenary Preservation?: The Achilles’ Heel Of Princeton 

Bibliology (FEBC) a must read 

Dr. Edward F Hills 

 Scholasticism Versus the Logic of Faith ~ Excerpt from A History of My Defence of the King James Version 

(FEBC) 

 The King James Version Defended 

Dr. Wilbur N Pickering 

 What Is Eclecticism? ~ Excerpt from The Identity of the New Testament Text 

 The Identity of the New Testament Text 

More… 

 Bible audio 

 Songs ~ Hymns of Worship from the Standard Bearers’ play list 

 Bible teaching ~ Audio by Dr Floyd Nolen Jones 

 Bible teaching ~ TV by Dr Floyd Nolen Jones from the Standard Bearers’ channel 

 Bible teaching ~ TV by Dr Charles Stanley 

 Bible resources ~ Blue Letter Bible digital Bible and study tools 

 Dictionary ~ Noah Webster’s 1828 Digital dictionary 

 Devotional ~ Oswald Chamber’s My Utmost for His Highest 

 

Hymn ~ We Rest on Thee, Our Shield and Our Defender!      

 

“Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”  (Revelation 3:11)  
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