The Gospel of the Kingdom

As in Christ's day, there remains in the church today confusion concerning when, how, by whom,
and for whom the kingdom of God would be established. Many attempt to place a distinction
between the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God, yet in truth there is no difference. They
are synonymous terms. The phrase "the kingdom of heaven" is used exclusively by Matthew,
whereas the other three Gospels make the exact same statements with reference to "the kingdom of
God" that Matthew made about the kingdom of heaven.

Where is the kingdom? New Agers take Christ's statement "the kingdom of God is within you" (Luke
17:21) to mean that the kingdom is a mystical reality inside of every person, a reality which may be
experienced in a "higher state of consciousness." The Greek preposition entos could also be
translated "among you" or "in your midst," and should be in this case. Christ the King, and thus the
kingdom, was in their midst, unrecognized. Of course, the kingdom of God does exist in every heart
that has received Christ the King. On the other hand, it would be both unbiblical and unreasonable
to suggest that the kingdom of God is within individuals who have never received Christ but who, in
fact, reject Him — which was the case with those to whom Christ addressed these words.

When is the kingdom? It is present within the hearts where Christ has entered and reigns. It will be
visibly present upon the earth during the thousand years that Christ will reign from David's throne.
The millennium, however, is not the ultimate manifestation of the kingdom because it comes to an
end, whereas the Bible clearly and repeatedly states, "Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom"
(Psalm 145:13; Daniel 4:3,34; 2 Peter 1:11; etc.). Moreover, the millennium ends in a war, whereas
the Bible declares that the kingdom involves peace that will never end (Isaiah 9:7; 32:17; etc.).

Further proof that the millennium is not the ultimate kingdom is found in Christ's statement that
"except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3) nor can he enter into it
(verse 5). Yet there will be an innumerable multitude upon the earth during the millennium who
have not been born again and who will end up in the lake of fire, according to Revelation 20:7-15.
Paul adds that "flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God" (I Corinthians 15:50), yet there
will be many "flesh and blood" people alive on earth during the millennium - so again it cannot be
more than a temporary and earthly manifestation of the kingdom which is yet to come.

Ultimately the kingdom will be the entirely new universe that God will create to replace the present
one when He destroys it (2 Peter 3:7-13). That fact is an integral part of the gospel we are to
proclaim: that all of man's efforts to rescue planet Earth and to make it a beautiful, safe, and
peaceful place in which to live are doomed. Man is called upon to be reconciled to God and to look to
God to restore mankind to paradise. That is the "gospel of the kingdom" which Christ preached.

Are we to preach it today as well, or was it only for that time? The simple answer is found in the fact
that Christ preached the gospel of the kingdom (Matthew 4:23;; Mark 1:15; etc.), spoke of it after His
resurrection (Acts 1:31 and commissioned His disciples to preach it (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15).
That the apostles preached the gospel of the kingdom is stated repeatedly (Acts 8:12; 20:25; Romans
14:17; I Corinthians 4:20; Colossians 4: 11; etc.), and this is the same gospel which we are required to
preach today.



