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Zedekiah’s Lineage – I Chr 3:15 
Josiah’s sons: the 1st born Johanan, 2nd Jehoiakim, 3rd Zedekiah, 4th Shallum (Jehoahaz).  
This is not their birth order but the order of descending importance.  Birth order: Johanan, 
Jehoiakim, Jehoahaz, Zedekiah. 
 

The Word of God comes to Jeremiah – 13th Year of Josiah to 11th of Zedekiah 
JER 1:1 The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the 
land of Benjamin:  
2 To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, 
in the thirteenth year of his reign (BC 628).  
3  It came also in the days of Jehoiakim (BC 609–598) the son of Josiah king of Judah (Josiah 
died BC 609), unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah (BC 586) the son of Josiah king 
of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.   
 

BC 597 – “The Captivity” 
Begins Nebuchadnezzar Enthrones Zedekiah as Babylon’s Vassal 

 
 
2KI 24:17  
And the king of Babylon  
 
 
 
 
made Mattaniah  
his father’s brother king  
in his stead,  
   and 
changed his name to Zedekiah. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2KI 24:18 & JER 52:1-2 
Zedekiah was twenty and one years 
old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 
And his mother’s name was 
Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah 
of Libnah.   
19  And he did that which was  
evil in the sight of the LORD,  
 
according to all that Jehoiakim  
had done.   

2CH 36:10  And when the year  
was expired,  
king Nebuchadnezzar  
sent, and brought him (Jeconiah)  
to Babylon, with the goodly  
vessels of the house of the  
LORD,  
and made Zedekiah  
his brother king  
 
over Judah and Jerusalem.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12  And he did that which was  
evil in the sight of the LORD  
his God,  
 
 
and humbled not himself before  
Jeremiah the prophet speaking  
from the mouth of the LORD.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JER 37:1   
And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
reigned instead of Coniah the son of 
Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon made king in the 
land of Judah.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 But neither he, nor his servants,  
nor the people of the land,  
did hearken unto the words of the  
LORD, which he spake by the  
prophet Jeremiah.   
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c.BC 596+ – God likens Judah to Rotten Figs 
 
JER 24:8  And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus saith the 
LORD, So will I give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, and the residue of 
Jerusalem, that remain in this land, and them that dwell in the land of Egypt:   
JER 24:9  And I will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their 
hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive 
them.   
10  And I will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be 
consumed from off the land that I gave unto them and to their fathers.   
 
BC 593 – Foreign Envoys Attempt to Involve Judah in a Rebellion Against Babylon 
The Sign of the Yokes – All Must Submit to Nebuchadnezzar – for Date: see Jer. 28:1 

 
JER 27:1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this 
word unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,  (BC 609 – the year this prophecy was given 
to Jeremiah) 
2 Thus saith the LORD to me; Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy neck,   
3 And send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the 
Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers 
which come to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah;  
4 And command them to say unto their masters, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel; Thus shall ye say unto your masters;   
5 I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power 
and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me.  
6 And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, 
my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him.  
7 And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son’s son, until the very time of 
his land come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him.  
8 And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the same 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under the yoke of the 
king of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the LORD, with the sword, and with the 
famine, and with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by his hand.  
9 Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to 
your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the 
king of Babylon:   
10 For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that I should drive 
you out, and ye should perish.  
11 But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him, 
those will I let remain still in their own land, saith the LORD; and they shall till it, and dwell 
therein.  
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JER 27:12  I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying, Bring 
your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live.   
13  Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, 
as the LORD hath spoken against the nation that will not serve the king of Babylon?   
14  Therefore hearken not unto the words of the prophets that speak unto you, saying, Ye 
shall not serve the king of Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you.   
15  For I have not sent them, saith the LORD, yet they prophesy a lie in my name; that I 
might drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye, and the prophets that prophesy unto you.   
16  Also I spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Hearken 
not to the words of your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the vessels of the 
LORD’S house shall now shortly be brought again from Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto 
you.   
17  Hearken not unto them; serve the king of Babylon, and live: wherefore should this city be 
laid waste?   
18  But if they be prophets, and if the word of the LORD be with them, let them now make 
intercession to the LORD of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the house of the LORD, 
and in the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon.   
19  For thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the pillars, and concerning the sea, and 
concerning the bases, and concerning the residue of the vessels that remain in this city.   
20  Which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he carried away captive Jeconiah 
the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah 
and Jerusalem; (BC 597) 
21  Yea, thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that remain in 
the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah and of Jerusalem;   
22  They shall be carried to Babylon, and there shall they be until the day that I visit them, 
saith the LORD; then will I bring them up, and restore them to this place.   
 

BC 593 – Probably to Assure Nebuchadnezzar of His Loyalty, 
After Sending Ambassadors Ahead – Zedekiah Now Goes to Babylon 

 
JER 29:3 … Elasha, the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah, the son of Hilkiah (whom Zedekiah, 
king of Judah, sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon) … , 
 
JER 51:59  The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son of Neriah, the 
son of Maaseiah, when he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah into Babylon in the fourth 
year of his reign. And this Seraiah was a quiet prince.   
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c.BC 589 (Jos. Antiq., 10.7.3 – Loyal for 8 Years) 
Zedekiah Breaks Treaty With Nebuchadnezzar 

 
2KI 24:20 & JER 52:3 For through the anger of the 
LORD it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, 
until he had cast them out from his presence,  
that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.   
 

 
 
2CH 36:13   
And he also rebelled against king Nebuchadnezzar,  
who had made him swear by God: but he stiffened 
his neck, and hardened his heart from turning 
unto the LORD God of Israel.   

 
2CH 36:17  Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young 
men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man 
or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them all into his hand.   
 

c.BC 589 – Ezekiel Predicts Zedekiah to be Carried Away to Babylon 
 
EZK 12:10  Say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; This burden concerneth the prince 
in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel that are among them.   
11  Say, I am your sign: like as I have done, so shall it be done unto them: they shall remove 
and go into captivity.   
12  And the prince that is among them shall bear upon his shoulder in the twilight, and shall 
go forth: they shall dig through the wall to carry out thereby: he shall cover his face, that he 
see not the ground with his eyes.   
13  My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare: and I will bring 
him to Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it, though he shall die there.   
14  And I will scatter toward every wind all that are about him to help him, and all his bands; 
and I will draw out the sword after them.   
15  And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall scatter them among the nations, 
and disperse them in the countries.   
16  But I will leave a few men of them from the sword, from the famine, and from the 
pestilence; that they may declare all their abominations among the heathen whither they 
come; and they shall know that I am the LORD.   
 

c.BC 589 – Ezekiel Prophesies Over Zedekiah’s Rebellion 
2nd Eagle, Egypt Will Not Save You 

 
EZK 17:11  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,   
12  Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not what these things mean? tell them, Behold, 
the king of Babylon is come to Jerusalem, and hath taken the king thereof (Jeconiah, BC 
597), and the princes thereof, and led them with him to Babylon;   
13  And hath taken of the king’s seed (i.e., Zedekiah), and made a covenant with him, and 
hath taken an oath of him: he hath also taken the mighty of the land:   
14  That the kingdom might be base, that it might not lift itself up, but that by keeping of his 
covenant it might stand.   
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15  But he rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that they 
might give him horses and much people. Shall he prosper? shall he escape that 
doeth such things? or shall he break the covenant, and be delivered?   
16  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely in the place where the king dwelleth that made him 
king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant he brake, even with him in the midst of 
Babylon he shall die.   
EZK 17:17  Neither shall Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company make for him in 
the war, by casting up mounts, and building forts, to cut off many persons:   
18  Seeing he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, when, lo, he had given his hand, 
and hath done all these things, he shall not escape.   
19  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; As I live, surely mine oath that he hath despised, and 
my covenant that he hath broken, even it will I recompense upon his own head.   
20  And I will spread my net upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare, and I will bring 
him to Babylon, and will plead with him there for his trespass that he hath trespassed against 
me.   
21  And all his fugitives with all his bands shall fall by the sword, and they that remain shall 
be scattered toward all winds: and ye shall know that I the LORD have spoken it.   
 

c.BC 588 – Nebuchadnezzar Besieges Jerusalem 
 
2KI 25:1 & JER 52:4  And it came to pass  
in the ninth year of his (Zedekiah’s) reign,  
in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month,  
that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came,  
he, and all his host, against Jerusalem,  
and pitched against it;  
and they built forts against it round about.   

JER 39:1   
In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah,  
in the tenth month,  
came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon  
and all his army against Jerusalem,  
 
and they besieged it.   

 
 

c.BC 588 – Jeremiah’s Message for Zedekiah During the Siege 
 
JER. 21:1  The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when king Zedekiah sent 
unto him Pashur the son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,   
2  Enquire, I pray thee, of the LORD for us; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon maketh war 
against us; if so be that the LORD will deal with us according to all his wondrous works, that 
he may go up from us.   
3  Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:   
4  Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in 
your hands, wherewith ye fight against the king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which 
besiege you without the walls, and I will assemble them into the midst of this city.   
5  And I myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even 
in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath.   
6  And I will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast: they shall die of a great 
pestilence.   
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7  And afterward, saith the LORD, I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his servants, 
and the people, and such as are left in this city from the pestilence, from the sword, and from 
the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of their 
enemies, and into the hand of those that seek their life: and he shall smite them with the edge 
of the sword; he shall not spare them, neither have pity, nor have mercy.   
8  And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I set before you the way 
of life, and the way of death.   
9  He that abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence: 
but he that goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and his life 
shall be unto him for a prey.   
10  For I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for good, saith the LORD: it shall 
be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire.   
11  And touching the house of the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the word of the LORD;   
12  O house of David, thus saith the LORD; Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him 
that is spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn that 
none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.   
13  Behold, I am against thee, O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of the plain, saith the 
LORD; which say, Who shall come down against us? or who shall enter into our habitations?   
14  But I will punish you according to the fruit of your doings, saith the LORD: and I will 
kindle a fire in the forest thereof, and it shall devour all things round about it.   
 

c.BC 587 – A Prophecy to Zedekiah – He Will Die in Peace in Babylon 
 
JER 34:1  The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, and all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth of his dominion, and all the 
people, fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities thereof, saying,   
2  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Go and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell 
him, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
and he shall burn it with fire:   
3  And thou shalt not escape out of his hand, but shalt surely be taken, and delivered into his 
hand; and thine eyes shall behold the eyes of the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with 
thee mouth to mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon.   
4  Yet hear the word of the LORD, O Zedekiah king of Judah; Thus saith the LORD of thee, 
Thou shalt not die by the sword:   
JER 34:5  But thou shalt die in peace: and with the burnings of thy fathers, the former kings 
which were before thee, so shall they burn odours for thee; and they will lament thee, saying, 
Ah lord! for I have pronounced the word, saith the LORD.   
6  Then Jeremiah the prophet spake all these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in 
Jerusalem,   
7  When the king of Babylon’s army fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of 
Judah that were left, against Lachish, and against Azekah: for these defenced cities remained 
of the cities of Judah.   
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BC 587 – Like Ezekiel, Jeremiah Warns against Trusting in Pharaoh (Hophra) 
 
JER 37:3  And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of 
Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Pray now unto the LORD our God for us.   
4  Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had not put him 
into prison.   
5  Then Pharaoh’s army was come forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that 
besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they departed from Jerusalem.   
6  Then came the word of the LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah saying,   
7  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent 
you unto me to enquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh’s army, which is come forth to help you, 
shall return to Egypt into their own land.   
8  And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and 
burn it with fire.   
9  Thus saith the LORD; Deceive not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart 
from us: for they shall not depart.   
10  For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and 
there remained but wounded men among them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, 
and burn this city with fire.   
 

BC 587 – Judah Rebuked for Revoking the Jewish Servants Freedom 
When the Egyptian Army caused the Babylonian Siege to Break Off  

Thus Braking Covenant with God 
 
JER 34:8  This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, after that the king 
Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim 
liberty unto them;   
9  That every man should let his manservant, and every man his maidservant, being an 
Hebrew or an Hebrewess, go free; that none should serve himself of them, to wit, of a Jew his 
brother.   
10  Now when all the princes, and all the people, which had entered into the covenant, heard 
that every one should let his manservant, and every one his maidservant, go free, that none 
should serve themselves of them any more, then they obeyed, and let them go.   
11  But afterward they turned, and caused the servants and the handmaids, whom they had 
let go free, to return, and brought them into subjection for servants and for handmaids.   
12  Therefore the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,   
13  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; I made a covenant with your fathers in the day 
that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondmen, saying,   
14  At the end of seven years let ye go every man his brother an Hebrew, which hath been sold 
unto thee; and when he hath served thee six years, thou shalt let him go free from thee: but 
your fathers hearkened not unto me, neither inclined their ear.   
15  And ye were now turned, and had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man 
to his neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in the house which is called by my 
name:   
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JER 34:16  But ye turned and polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every 
man his handmaid, whom he had set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and brought them 
into subjection, to be unto you for servants and for handmaids.   
17  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, 
every one to his brother, and every man to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, 
saith the LORD, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I will make you to be 
removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.   
18  And I will give the men that have transgressed my covenant, which have not performed 
the words of the covenant which they had made before me, when they cut the calf in twain, 
and passed between the parts thereof,   
19  The princes of Judah, and the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and all 
the people of the land, which passed between the parts of the calf;   
20  I will even give them into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek 
their life: and their dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the 
beasts of the earth.   
21  And Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes will I give into the hand of their 
enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life, and into the hand of the 
king of Babylon’s army, which are gone up from you.   
JER 34:22  Behold, I will command, saith the LORD, and cause them to return to this 
city; and they shall fight against it, and take it, and burn it with fire: and I will make the 
cities of Judah a desolation without an inhabitant.  
 
BC 587 – Falsely Accused of Treason, The Princes Beat and then Imprison Jeremiah  
in the Dungeon at the house of Jonathan the scribe 
 
JER 37:15  Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in 
prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe: for they had made that the prison.   
16  When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the cabins, and Jeremiah had 
remained there many days;   
 
BC 587 – Zedekiah Secretly Sends for Jeremiah and Moves Him to  
the Court of the Prison “in the king of Judah’s house” (Jer 32:2).  
 
JER 37:17  Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out: and the king asked him secretly in 
his house, and said, Is there any word from the LORD? And Jeremiah said, There is: for, said 
he, thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon.   
18  Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have I offended against thee, or against 
thy servants, or against this people, that ye have put me in prison?   
19  Where are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of Babylon 
shall not come against you, nor against this land?   
20  Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord the king: let my supplication, I pray thee, be 
accepted before thee; that thou cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest 
I die there.   
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21  Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah into the court of 
the prison, and that they should give him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers’ street, until 
all the bread in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.   
 

BC 587 – Zedekiah Leaves Jeremiah in the Court of the Prison 
For his “Treasonous” Prophecies 

 
JER 32:1  The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king 
of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar.   
2  For then the king of Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the 
prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah’s 
house.   
3  For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and 
say, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
and he shall take it;   
4  And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall 
surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to 
mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes;   
5  And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit him, saith the 
LORD: though ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper.   
c.BC 587 – The Princes Lower Jeremiah into the Dungeon’s Miry Pit to Die 
 
JER 38:5  Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your hand: for the king is not he that 
can do any thing against you.   
6  Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the son of 
Hammelech, that was in the court of the prison: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And 
in the dungeon there was no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in the mire.   
 

c.BC 587 – Ebedmelech the Ethiopian Eunuch Petitions Zedekiah and 
Jeremiah is Taken From the Pit and Returned to the Court of the Prison 

 
JER 38:7  Now when Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was in the king’s 
house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then sitting in the gate of 
Benjamin;   
8  Ebedmelech went forth out of the king’s house, and spake to the king saying,   
9  My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the 
prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in the place 
where he is: for there is no more bread in the city.   
10  Then the king commanded Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from hence thirty men 
with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die.   
11  So Ebedmelech took the men with him, and went into the house of the king under the 
treasury, and took thence old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords into 
the dungeon to Jeremiah.   
12  And Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast clouts and 
rotten rags under thine armholes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so.   
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13  So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah 
remained in the court of the prison.  (“in the king of Judah’s house”, Jer 32:2) 
 

c.BC 587 – Zedekiah Again Secretly Sends for Jeremiah. 
The King Given a Final Opportunity to Repent & Surrender to Babylon 

 
JER 38:14  Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the 
third entry that is in the house of the LORD: and the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee 
a thing; hide nothing from me.   
15  Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to 
death? and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou not hearken unto me?   
16  So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, As the LORD liveth, that 
made us this soul, I will not put thee to death, neither will I give thee into the hand of these 
men that seek thy life.   
17  Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of 
Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Babylon’s princes, then thy soul shall 
live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine house:   
18  But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon’s princes, then shall this city be given 
into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out 
of their hand.   
19  And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the 
Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me.   
20  But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the 
LORD, which I speak unto thee: so it shall be well unto thee, and thy soul shall live.   
21  But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the word that the LORD hath shewed me:   
22  And, behold, all the women that are left in the king of Judah’s house shall be brought forth 
to the king of Babylon’s princes, and those women shall say, Thy friends have set thee on, and 
have prevailed against thee: thy feet are sunk in the mire, and they are turned away back.   
23  So they shall bring out all thy wives and thy children to the Chaldeans: and thou shalt not 
escape out of their hand, but shalt be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon: and thou shalt 
cause this city to be burned with fire.   
24  Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of these words, and thou shalt not 
die.   
25  But if the princes hear that I have talked with thee, and they come unto thee, and say unto 
thee, Declare unto us now what thou hast said unto the king, hide it not from us, and we will 
not put thee to death; also what the king said unto thee:   
26  Then thou shalt say unto them, I presented my supplication before the king, that he would 
not cause me to return to Jonathan’s house, to die there.   
JER 38:27  Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him: and he told them 
according to all these words that the king had commanded. So they left off speaking with him; 
for the matter was not perceived.   
28  So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison (“which was in the king of Judah’s 
house”, Jer 32:2) until the day that Jerusalem was taken: and he was there when 
Jerusalem was taken.   
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c.BC 586 – Jerusalem’s Walls Breached – Zedekiah Captured 
 
2KI 25:2 & JER 52:5-11 And the city was besieged unto 
the eleventh year of king Zedekiah.   
3  And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine 
prevailed in the city, and there was no bread for the 
people of the land.   
4  And the city was broken up,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and all the men of war fled by night  
by the way of the gate between two walls, which is  
by the king’s garden:  
(now the Chaldees were against the city round  
about:)  
and the king went the way toward the plain.   
5  And the army of the Chaldees pursued after the  
king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho:  
and all his army were scattered from him.   
6  So they took the king, and brought him up to the  
king of Babylon to Riblah;  
 
and they gave judgment upon him.   
7  And they  
slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes,  
 
 
and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound  
him with fetters of brass, and carried him to 
Babylon. [till the day of his death – JER 52:11b] 

 
JER 39:2  And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah,  
in the fourth month, the ninth day of the month,  
 
 
the city was broken up.   
3  And all the princes of the king of Babylon came  
in, and sat in the middle gate, even Nergalsharezer,  
Samgarnebo, Sarsechim, (the) Rabsaris, Nergal- 
sharezer, (the) Rabmag, with all the residue of the  
princes of the king of Babylon.   
4  And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king  
of Judah saw them, and all the men of war, then 
they fled, and went forth out of the city by night,  
by the way of the king’s garden,  
by the gate betwixt the two walls:  
 
 
and he went out the way of the plain.   
5  But the Chaldeans’ army pursued after them, and 
overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho:  
 
and when they had taken him, they brought him up  
to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah  
in the land of Hamath,  
where he gave judgment upon him.   
6  Then the king of Babylon  
slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes:  
also the king of Babylon slew all the nobles of  
Judah.   
7  Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and bound  
him with chains, to carry him to 
Babylon.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ZEDEKIAH’S CHRONOLOGY 
Floyd Nolen Jones, Th.D., Ph.D. 

Excerpt from Apples of Gold 
“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.” Proverbs 25:11 

 - 12 - 

c.BC 586 – Jerusalem and the Temple Burned 
 
2KI 25:8 & JER 52:12-14 And in  
the fifth month, on the seventh  
day of the month [till the tenth,  
Jer 52:12], which is the 
nineteenth  
year of king Nebuchadnezzar  
king of Babylon, came 
Nebuzaradan, captain of the 
guard, a servant of the king of  
Babylon, unto Jerusalem:   
9  And he burnt  
the house of the LORD,  
and the king’s house,  
 
 
2KI 25:9 
and all the houses of Jerusalem,  
and every great man’s house 
burnt he 
with fire.   
10  And all the army of the 
Chaldees, that were with the 
captain of the guard,  
brake down the walls  
of Jerusalem round about.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2CH 36:19a  And they burnt  
the house of God,  
c. and burnt all the palaces 
thereof  
2CH 36:19e. and destroyed all 
the goodly vessels thereof.   
 
 
 
d. with fire, 
 
 
 
b. and brake down the wall  
of Jerusalem, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JER 39:8   
And the Chaldeans burned  
 
the king’s house,  
 
 
JER 39:8 
and the houses of the people,  
 
 
with fire,  
 
 
 
and brake down the walls  
of Jerusalem.   

 
BC 586 – The Temple’s Brass pillars, Laver, Vessels, Treasures etc. 

Are Carried Away to Babylon 
 
2CH 36:18  And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the 
house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he brought to 
Babylon.   
 
JER 52:17  Also the pillars of brass that were in the house of the LORD, and the bases, and 
the brasen sea that was in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans brake, and carried all the 
brass of them to Babylon.   
18  The caldrons also, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the bowls, and the spoons, and all 
the vessels of brass wherewith they ministered, took they away.   
19  And the basons, and the firepans, and the bowls, and the caldrons, and the candlesticks, 
and the spoons, and the cups; that which was of gold in gold, and that which was of silver in 
silver,  
took the captain of the guard away.   
20  The two pillars, one sea, and twelve brasen bulls that were under the bases, which king 
Solomon had made in the house of the LORD: the brass of all these vessels was without 
weight.   
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21  And concerning the pillars, the height of one pillar was eighteen cubits; and a fillet of 
twelve cubits did compass it; and the thickness thereof was four fingers: it was hollow.   
22  And a chapiter of brass was upon it; and the height of one chapiter was five cubits, with 
network and pomegranates upon the chapiters round about, all of brass. The second pillar also 
and the pomegranates were like unto these.   
23  And there were ninety and six pomegranates on a side; and all the pomegranates upon the 
network were an hundred round about.   
 

BC 586 – The High Priest and Remaining Nobles Slain at Riblah 
 

2KI 25:18 And the captain of the guard took  
Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second  
priest, and the three keepers of the door:   
19 And out of the city he took an officer  
that was set over the men of war,  
and five men of them that were in the king’s  
presence, which were found in the city,  
{Jeremiah ! – Baruch? – Jer. 38:27, 32:2, 39:11-14} 
and the principal scribe of the host, which mustered  
the people of the land,  
and threescore men of the people of the land that  
were found in the city:   
20 And Nebuzaradan captain of the guard took  
these, and brought them to  
the king of Babylon to Riblah:  
21a And the king of Babylon smote them, and  
slew them at Riblah in the land of Hamath.  

JER 52:24  And the captain of the guard took 
Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second  
priest, and the three keepers of the door:   
25  He took also out of the city an eunuch,  
which had the charge of the men of war;  
and seven men of them that were near the king’s 
person, which were found in the city;  
 
and the principal scribe of the host, who mustered  
the people of the land;  
and threescore men of the people of the land, that  
were found in the midst of the city.   
26  So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took  
them, and brought them to  
the king of Babylon to Riblah.   
27a  And the king of Babylon smote them, and  
put them to death in Riblah in the land of Hamath.  
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BC 586 – Remainder of the People, Except Some of the Poor 
Are Carried Away to Babylon 

 
 
 
 
2KI 25:11 b.  did 
Nebuzaradan the captain  
of the guard  
carry away.   
 
 
 
a. Now the rest of the  
people that were left 
in the city,  
and the fugitives that  
fell away  
 
to the king of Babylon,  
with the remnant of the  
multitude  
2KI 25:21b & JER 52: 
27b  
So Judah was carried  
away out of their land. 

2CH 36:20a And them 
that had escaped from  
the sword  
 
 
 
carried he away  
to Babylon; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[1Ch 9:1b 
[for their transgression]  

 
 
 
JER 39:9    Then 
Nebuzaradan the captain  
of the guard  
carried away captive 
into Babylon  
 
 
the remnant of the 
people that remained 
in the city,  
and those that  
fell away,  
that fell  
to him, 
with the rest of the 
people that remained.   
 
 
  

 
 
 
Jer:52:15   Then 
Nebuzaradan the captain  
of the guard  
carried away captive  
 
certain of the poor of the  
people,  
and the residue of the 
people that remained  
in the city,  
and those that  
fell away,  
that fell  
to the king of Babylon,  
and the rest of the 
multitude.   

 
 

BC 586 – Others of the Poor are Left to Farm the Land of Judah. 
Gedaliah is made their Governor and 

Nebuzaradan Frees Jeremiah unto Gedaliah’s Protection. 
 
2KI 25:12 But  
the captain of the guard  
left of the poor of the land  
 
 
to be vinedressers  
and husbandmen.  

JER 39:10  But Nebuzaradan  
the captain of the guard  
left of the poor of the people,  
which had nothing,  
in the land of Judah, and 
gave them vineyards  
and fields at the same time.   

JER 52:16  But Nebuzaradan  
the captain of the guard  
left certain of the poor of the 
land  
 
for vinedressers  
and for husbandmen.   

 
2KI 25:22 And as for the people that remained in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon had left, even over them he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of 
Shaphan, ruler.  
 
Jeremiah 39:11 Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah to 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, saying, 
12 Take him, and look well to him, and do him no harm; but do unto him even as he shall say 
unto thee. 
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13 So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, Rabsaris, and 
Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, and all the king of Babylon’s princes; 
14 Even they sent, and took Jeremiah out of the court of the prison, and committed 
him unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, that he should carry him home: 
so he dwelt among the people. 
 

The Length of the Servitude at Babylon 
 
2CH 36:20b … where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of 
Persia:   
21 To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her 
sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.  
(also Jer 25:11, 29:10) 
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