
 
KING JOSIAH AND HIS SONS 

 
 
 [  ] – order in which they reigned 
 {  } – relative ages when Jeconiah ascended to the throne 
 
 1 Chron. 3:15 
 The last king of Judah to sit on the sovereign 
 throne of David.  Josiah was slain at age 39 by Neco. 
 His descendants were vassals to foreign kings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Josiah 

 

Johanan 
 

Jehoiakim 
 

Zedekiah 
 

Jehoahaz 

 

Jeconiah 

First born, 
probably 

died 
young 

[ 2 ]  (Eliakim)  { 36 }  Pharaoh Neco 
made him king when he was 25. He 
reigned 11 years. In his fourth year and 
after the 605 BC Battle of Carchemish, 
Nebuchadnezzar bound him in chains 
to take him to Babylon (2 Chron. 36:6) 
but instead re-enthroned him as his 
vassal. The next year he burned the 
scroll God spoke to Jeremiah. After 
three years, Egypt repulsed Babylon 
(601 BC) & he rebelled. Buried with 
the burial of an ass (unclean), his body 
was cast out beyond Jerusalem’s gates 
to rot in the frost of the night and heat 
of the day during the 598/597 siege. 
(2 Chron. 36; Jer. 36:30, Jer. 22:19) 

[ 4 ]  (Mattaniah)  { 21 } 
Nebuchadnezzar installed 
him as king at age 21. A 
vassal, he ruled 11 years. 
After 8 years, he broke his 
oath to the Babylonian and 
rebelled in 589 (Jos. Antiq. 
10.7.3). Blinded and taken 
to Babylon in 586 BC, he 
died there in prison.  
(Jer 37:1, 52:11) 
 
* Zedekiah & Jehoahaz 
had the same mother. 
(2 Kings 23:31, 24:18) 

[ 1 ]  (Shallum)  { 34 } 
When Neco slew Josiah in 
609 BC, the people made 
him king. Third in age yet 
first to be enthroned at 23. 
Jehoahaz is listed fourth at 
1 Chronicles 3:15 probably 
because he was a mean 
man as evidenced by so 
little being said of him in 
Scripture, and his reign 
was too short to make any 
marked impression on the 
history of Judah. Thus, the 
degradation to last was 
intentional due to his insig-
nificance. Reigning for but 
three months, he was a 
conquered vassal to Neco 
who carried him away to 
Egypt where he died. 
(2 Ki. 23:30, cp Jer. 22:11) [ 3 ]  (Coniah, Jehoiachin)  { 18 } Selected 

& anointed by God to succeed Josiah at 
age 8 (2 Chron. 36:9) but did not actually 
sit on the throne until age 18 (2 Ki 24:6-8). 
Though he had seed – children – he was 
“counted” childless because none of his 
offspring sat on the sovereign throne of 
David. His was only a vassal throne (Jer. 
22:24-30, cp. 36:30). Reigned 3 months 10 
days (2 Chron. 36:9). Carried to Babylon 
and imprisoned in 597 BC. In the 37th 
year of his captivity and exile (561 BC), 
Evil Merodach, son of Nebuchadnezzar, 
treated him with great kindness.  
(Jer. 37:1, 52:31-34; 2 Kings 25:27-30) 

Note: 1 Chron. 3:15 reads: “the sons of Josiah were the 
firstborn, Johanan; the second, Jehoiakim; the third, 
Zedekiah; the fourth, Shallum” (2 Ki. 23:30 & Jer. 22:11 
indicate that Jehoahaz was Shallum’s throne name).  As 
this is neither their order of birth nor reign, many 
imagine an error.  However, neither is intended.  Though 
Johanan was actually born first, here “firstborn” is not 
meant to so designate.  Rather, the meaning is the other 
biblical connotation – rank, importance, the principle 
heir (Exo. 4:22; Psa 89:27; Col. 1:15).  Thus, as the son 
of Josiah that was born first, Johanan bears the title “the 
firstborn” even though he never received the throne.  
Hence, were he alive when Josiah was slain, he would 
have inherited the double portion (Deu. 21:17).  As 
Jehoiakim and Zedekiah both reigned 11 years, they are 
placed before Shallum (= Jehoahaz) who reigned but 3 
months.  Jehoiakim reigned before Zedekiah and was of 
stronger character; hence, he is given the higher place.  
Thus, we find that all four names are listed in order of 
descending importance – the enigma is thereby resolved. 



 


