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The Apostle John wrote the Book of Revelation around 95 AD.  The Roman legions under Titus had 
leveled Jerusalem and pulled down its Temple stone by stone in AD 70; thus, the Temple in our Lord’s 
day (“the 2nd”) had been non-existent for 25 years prior to John’s writing.  So to what Temple was John 
referring?  The only possible answer is – one that is not yet built! 
 

The prophet Daniel predicted (538 BC) the Antichrist would make & later break a 7 year covenant with the 
Jews just before the Tribulation Period and allow them to again offer animal sacrifices.   
 

Dan. 9:26 the prince that shall come (1st = Titus-later Antichrist) shall destroy the city & the sanctuary… 
9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant…for 1 week (or 7-Hebrew: weeks or months don’t fit history, only week of 
“years” will); and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice & the oblation to cease. 
Dan. 11:31…and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate 
(cp. Mat.24:15, When ye…see the abomination of desolation…in the holy place, & vs. 21). 
 

Now there is only one place on earth they would so do and that is at a Temple on Mt. Moriah in Old 
Jerusalem.  This rock is the one on which God told Abraham to offer Isaac (Gen. 22:1-14) and is also the 
site of a threshing floor that David purchased from Ornan the Jebusite and erected an altar there to God 
that the plague then raging might be stayed (2 Sam. 24:18-25).  The place afterward became the site of 
Solomon’s Temple (2 Chr. 3:1).  For c.4,000 years it has been a most sacred place to Israel and the only 
site their Temple has ever stood. 
 

However, the Jews cannot now build a new temple there for the rock is also second only to Mecca as the 
most sacred place to the world’s millions of Moslems.  They believe Mohammed ascended into heaven 
from the great rock that lies in the center of this mosque, which is known as “The Dome of the Rock.”  It 
was renovated by Suleiman the Magnificent (1520-1566 AD).  Further, this dome lies over the site of the 
front entrance of the ancient Jewish Temple.  Only the tip of the huge rock which was on the summit of 
Mount Moriah juts into the Mosque.1 
 

Before June of 1967 the Jews had not held sovereign control over the Old City part of Jerusalem for over 
2,600 years.  The Wailing Wall, an exposed section of the ancient Temple’s Western Wall, is all the Jews 
have left of their holy place, which the Romans razed in 70 AD.  It too is most sacred to them.   
 

During the 1948 conflict with the Arabs, the Jewish part of the Old City was destroyed and no Jews were 
permitted to live in the City for the following 19 years.  But in June of 1967 Israel liberated Jerusalem and 
took sovereign rule over the Old Walled City.  Obviously, any attempt by Israel to build a Jewish Temple 
near the “Dome of the Rock” would result in a full-scale war with all the Moslem Arab nations.  
Therefore, the Dome must somehow be removed by something other than the Jews (earthquake, lightning, 
defeat by a powerful nation or alliance of several etc.) for any construction to begin.  Daniel tells us who 
(9:27 & 11:31 above, see: Mat. 24:15; 2 Thes. 2:1-4) ‒ the question is when?  As the Rapture is imminent, 
no one can know. 
 

The apparent reason for Daniel’s prophecy whereby Israel will make a covenant with the Roman prince 
(9:27; Rev. 13:9-10 - Antichrist) is that he will guarantee protection so they can rebuild the Temple & 
reinstate animal sacrifice ‒ doubtlessly in return for biblically unspecified concessions on their part.  
Construction at a furious pace will likely begin shortly after the Rapture and occupy much of the first 3½ 
years of the Tribulation before completion and the beginning of animal sacrificing for sins ‒ which 
Antichrist then ends at “the midst of the week” (Dan. 9:27 above). 
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